Michael Fitzpatrick’s

comments about Bernard

Rimland’s and Paul Shattock’s

life work (Communication, Autumn

2008) were inappropriate and his

negative outlook on biomedical

interventions, such as chelation, are

best viewed as a human rights issue.

Chelation is a good example of the

discrimination against those on the

autism spectrum regarding

appropriate medical treatments.

Fitzpatrick has been a longtime,

outspoken critic of chelation.

(Chelation involves a medication, such

as DMPS or DMSA, which removes

neurotoxic heavy metals, such as lead

and mercury, from the body; it is given

under the supervision of a doctor.)

If an individual tests with very high

levels of one or more heavy metals,

chelation is the treatment of choice

throughout the medical profession.

If test results indicate very high levels

in someone on the autism spectrum,

isn’t this person entitled to the same

medical care as someone without

autism? If this rather severe medical

problem is ignored, heavy metals can

lead to exponential brain damage,

and a worsening in cognitive and

behavioural abilities.

In his article, Fitzpatrick brings up

the accidental death of Tariq Nadama

after chelation treatment. What he

does not tell the reader is that Tariq

was given the entirely wrong drug,

one with a similar name and label

that was nearby on the office shelf.

Regrettably, these drug errors do

happen in hospitals and doctors’

offices and Fitzpatrick has exploited

this unfortunate incident several

times in the past without explaining

the complete story. (I have already

corrected Fitzpatrick in a previous

issue of Communication, and I am

disappointed that the editor

knowingly allowed such half-truths to

be disseminated to NAS’ membership

once more.)

Fitzpatrick condemns parents

who choose to help their children

by using biomedical treatments.

Over the past 20 years, scientists have

clearly documented immune system

dysfunction and gastrointestinal

problems associated with autism.

Many of these problems can be

treated successfully using established

medical treatments. The published

scientific foundations of many

biomedical approaches can be

found at www.autism

researchsummaries.com
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